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BRINGING THE LITURGY HOME 
 
 
AWE-REVERENCE-WONDER 
God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here am I.” Then he 
said, “Do not come near; put off your shoes from your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground.” –Exodus 3:4-5 
 
 
 

• Have you ever experienced awe, reverence, or wonder of God during the Divine 
Liturgy or other worship services? Reflect on that moment. 

 
 

• What other feelings/emotions have surfaced during your liturgical worship? Are they 
consistent or in contrast to awe, reverence, and wonder? Why so? 

 
 
 
BECOMING LIKE CHILDREN 
…Let the little children come to Me and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of 
God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a LITTLE 
CHILD will by no means enter it. –Mark 10:14-15 
 
 
 

• What is your first memory of the Divine Liturgy or other worship service in the 
Orthodox Christian Church? 

 
 

• What childlike qualities do you bring to personal and communal worship? Which 
childlike qualities would you like to further develop? 

 
 
 
WORSHIP IS EXCITING 
Ascend, my brothers, ascend eagerly. Let your hearts’ resolve be to climb. Listen to the voice 
of the one who says: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of our 
God.” (Isaiah 2:3) –St. John Climacus  
 
 
 

• When are times you have experienced a sense of excitement/eagerness when getting 
ready to worship in church? 
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• Have you ever feel an eagerness to spend time with God in prayer during your day? 

When have you seen prayer as a vital part of your daily life? 
 
 
 
BUT SOMETIMES IT ISN’T 
If you do not feel like praying, you have to force yourself. The Holy Fathers say that prayer 
with force is higher than prayer unforced. The Kingdom of Heaven is taken by force. 
(Matthew 11:12) –St. Ambrose of Optina 
 
 
 

• When is a time that you found it challenging to attend to your prayer life in church 
and/or at home? How did you feel during those times? 

 
 
 
THE FEAST 
Tell me: suppose someone were invited to a feast, and were to wash his hands and sit down 
and be all ready at the table; and after all this—he refused to partake of the feast! –St. John 
Chrysostom  
 
 
 
LOOKING TOWARD ETERNITY 
Through the grace of God and our disciplined efforts prayer lifts us up from our isolation to 
a conscious, loving communion with God in which everything is experienced in a new light. 
Prayer becomes a personal dialogue with God, a spiritual breathing of the soul, a foretaste of 
the bliss of God’s kingdom. –Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos. 
 
 
 
A SOWER WENT OUT TO SOW… 

• Which type of soil best describes your spiritual state right now? 
 
 

• Which are the spiritual disciplines that the Church offers that could help you develop 
the “good soil” of your soul? 
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THE CHURCH 
We knew that when any one of us falls, he falls alone; but no one is saved alone. He who is 
saved is saved in the Church, as a member of her and in union with all her other members… 
No one, then, can rest his hope on his own prayers alone, but everyone who prays should 
ask for the intercession of the whole Church—not as though doubting the intercession to 
Christ, the one Advocate, but in the assurance that the whole Church ever prays for all her 
members. All the angels pray for us, the apostles, martyrs and patriarchs, and above all, the 
Mother of our Lord. –Alexey Khomiakov 
 
 
 
 
THE CHURCH OF THE HOME 
Every Christian family ought to be as it were a little church consecrated to Christ, and wholly 
influenced and governed by His rule. –St. John Chrysostom 
 

• How do we bridge personal prayer time with community worship, making awe-
reverence-wonder present in both? 

 
 

• What resources from our treasured liturgical library (hymns, prayers, feast days, etc.) 
can we incorporate into our personal or family prayer time? 

 
 

• Does your home “iconostasis” or sacred place reflect the reverence and holiness that 
is conducive for personal or family prayer? 

 
 
                                                                                                  
SHARING AWE-REVERENCE-WONDER 

• With parish council 
 
 

• With ministry leaders 
 
 

• With the faithful 
 
 

• With the distantly connected 
 
 

• With the world 


